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Appendix A: Declaration of Intent to Petition
Petitioners should utilize this Declaration of Intent to Petition Template (Appendix A) when notifying ABPTS and/or ABPTRFE of its intent to petition for a new area of specialty or subspecialty practice. Any related documentation must be included within the template and submitted within a single PDF file.
Identification of Petition Development Task Force
For each task force member, provide the following:
Name and Credentials: [Include the full name and professional credentials.]
Biographical Sketch: [Provide a brief summary highlighting relevant experience and qualifications related to the proposed area of practice.]
[Copy and paste the Name and Biographical Sketch fields for each task force member. Remove the placeholder brackets and delete this instruction once complete.]
Definition of Proposed Area of Practice
Identify Proposed Area as a Specialty or Subspecialty
Choose an item.
Name of Proposed Specialty or Subspecialty
[Enter name here]
[Remove the placeholder brackets and delete this instruction once complete.]
Definition of the Proposed Specialty or Subspecialty
[Enter definition here]
[Remove the placeholder brackets and delete this instruction once complete.]
Sponsoring Organization for Proposed Area of Practice 
[Indicate the person or group (e.g., APTA Section/Academy) who will assist in promoting and publicizing certification, recertification, and residency or fellowship educational program development for this area of practice, and act as the lead agency in developing materials that assist physical therapists in attaining and maintaining competency in this area of practice.]
[Remove the placeholder brackets and delete this instruction once complete.]
Brief Description/Summary of New Specialty/Subspecialty Area Distinctiveness
[Provide a brief description summarizing how the proposed specialization or subspecialization differs from those areas already recognized by ABPTS and ABPTRFE. In addition, for proposed subspecialties, those related existing specialty areas that establish the foundational knowledge and skills to support the proposed subspecialization must be identified.]
[Remove the placeholder brackets and delete this instruction once complete.]
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