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Appendix B: Phase One Petition
Petitioners should utilize this Phase One Petition Template (Appendix B) when submitting its Phase One Petition to ABPTS and/or ABPTRFE staff. Any related documentation must be attached to this petition as Evidence within a single PDF file.
Address Criteria DEMAND
Letters of Support
Include at least five but no more than 10 letters demonstrating evidence of support for physical therapists with the specialized training and knowledge required to provide the services, written by individuals from the following three categories (at least one letter must be submitted from each category):
a) Non-physical therapist health professional leaders, planners, or administrators
b) Physical therapists who are not practicing in the proposed area of practice
c) Members of the public
Ensure that letters clearly include specific examples and/or rationale that support the proposed specialized/subspecialized area of physical therapist practice. As such, letters should not highlight a solicitation process.
Written statements should not be “form letters” and should be no more than two years old, as views may change over time.
Attach as Evidence: Letters of Support
Estimated Number of Currently Practicing Physical Therapists
Include an estimate of the number of physical therapists currently practicing in the proposed specialty/subspecialty area, documenting the process and providing a rationale for how numbers were derived. Identify the type of practice settings for these physical therapists (e.g., academic institutions, hospital, private practice, managed health care). Workforce data and patient demographics should be utilized to provide estimates.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Estimated Percentage of Time of Currently Practicing Physical Therapists
Include an estimate of the percentage of time that physical therapists currently practicing in the proposed area of practice devote exclusively to practicing in the proposed area. Provide supporting documentation that details the process and rationale for how estimates were derived.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Estimated Demand and Rationale for Board Certification and/or Accreditation
For ABPTS Petitions:
Include an estimate of the number of physical therapists who would likely seek board certification in the proposed specialty or subspecialty area during the first five years the board certification would be available. Provide supporting documentation that details the process and rationale for how estimates were derived.
For ABPTRFE Petitions:
Include an estimate of the number of residency (specialty) or fellowship (subspecialty) educational programs in the proposed area of practice would develop and seek ABPTRFE-accreditation during the first five years following recognition of this practice area. Provide supporting documentation that details the process and rationale for how estimates were derived.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Address Criteria NEED
Alignment with APTA Mission, Vision, and Professional Standards
Describe how functions provided by the physical therapist practitioners in the proposed specialty/subspecialty area will fulfill APTA’s mission and vision. Ensure that practice in the proposed area of practice is consistent with the Association’s Standards of Practice for Physical Therapy (HOD S06-20-35-29) and Code of Ethics for the Physical Therapist (HOD S06-20-28-25).
Click or tap here to enter text.
Unmet Public Health and Patient Care Needs
Identify specific public health and patient care needs that could be better met by a physical therapist in the proposed area of specialty or subspecialty practice compared to a non-specialist/subspecialist.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Public Health Benefits of Physical Therapists Functions
Specify how the functions performed by physical therapists in the proposed area of practice benefit these specific needs of the public’s health and well-being.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Risks of Not Providing Specialized Services
Describe and document, with references, how the public’s health and well-being may be at risk if physical therapist practitioners do not provide the services in the proposed area of practice.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Limitations of Non-Specialist Physical Therapists
Describe the reasons why the needs as described above are not, or cannot be, met by physical therapists who do not have specialized education and training in the proposed specialty/subspecialty area. If the needs are currently being met by these physical therapists, describe how the needs could be better met by a physical therapist in the proposed specialty/subspecialty area compared to a non-specialist/subspecialist.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Enhancement of Clinical Practice (Subspecialty Petitions Only)
For subspecialty petitions only: Provide statement on how this proposed subspecialty area would enhance clinical practice in one or more specialty areas. If this does not apply to your petition (e.g., specialty petition), document Not Applicable in the response below.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Signatures
[bookmark: _Hlk213144094]The petition shall be accompanied by no less than 100 signatures or letters of support from individuals practicing in the proposed specialty/subspecialty area. Address, title, and place of practice must accompany signatures. Each signer’s name should also appear in a printed format.
Attach as Evidence: Signatures
Five-Year Pro Forma Financial Statement
For ABPTS Petitions:
[bookmark: _Hlk202346553][bookmark: _Hlk196911837]Petitioners must submit a five-year pro forma financial statement that includes a projected budget for each year of the five-year period following approval as a specialty or subspecialty area by the House of Delegates. Budget expenses and revenue are to be based on the anticipated number of candidates who will apply for specialization/subspecialization each year. The estimated number of candidates is to be determined by the results of a survey of specialty/subspecialty area physical therapist practitioners. The budget should address specialty panel operations, certification examination development, and other related budget activities. A Cost Estimate-Preparation of Petition Instructions should be utilized when projecting the budget.
For ABPTRFE Petitions:
[bookmark: _Hlk202346563]Petitioners must submit a five-year pro forma financial statement that includes a projected budget for each year of the five-year period following approval as a residency or fellowship area of practice. Budget expenses and revenue are to be based on the anticipated number of educational programs who will apply for accreditation as well as the projected number of individuals that would apply to these educational programs (residents/fellows). The estimated number of programs and applicants to programs is to be determined by the results of a survey of specialty/subspecialty area physical therapist practitioners. The budget should address ABPTRFE operations, residency/fellowship program development, grant opportunities through related Sections and Academies, and other related budget activities. A Cost Estimate-Preparation of Petition Instructions should be utilized when projecting the budget.
Attach Appendix C: Pro Forma Financial Statement 
Submission of Phase One Petition Attestation
By checking the appropriate box(es) below, the petitioners confirm submission of the petition and acknowledge the corresponding non-refundable filing fee has been (or will be) sent to the appropriate recipient:
☐ABPTS – Petition submitted to spec-cert@apta.org with a $3,000 non-refundable filing fee.

☐ABPTRFE – Petition submitted to resfel@apta.org with a $2,500 non-refundable filing fee.
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